
TTOOPP  WWEEAATTHHEERR  EEVVEENNTTSS  OOFF  22000088  ((AA  YYEEAARR  OOFF  EEXXTTRREEMMEESS!!))  
((IINN  OORRDDEERR  OOFF  OOCCCCUURRRREENNCCEE))  

 
11..))  JJaannuuaarryy  77tthh  TToorrnnaaddooeess  &&  WWaarrmm  TTeemmppeerraattuurreess!!  
We’re not kidding here - two tornadoes tore through Walworth and Kenosha Counties destroying 
homes and other buildings. One was rated EF3 with winds about 150-155 mph, and other one was an 
EF1.  This is only the second time in recorded history that there was a tornado day in January in 
Wisconsin!  Several other areas, including Grant County, Racine County, and Dane County 
encountered penny-sized hail and funnel clouds.  Abnormally warm temperatures affected most of the 
state in the early part of January, the max temperature reaching as high as 63º F in Milwaukee and 50º 
F in Madison!  This set a new daily record and an all-time January record max temperature for that 
location.  The warm air also brought in some severe weather. 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22..))  JJaannuuaarryy  2299tthh,,  3300tthh,,  3311sstt  EExxttrreemmee  CCoolldd//WWiinndd  CChhiillllss  &&  WWiinntteerr  SSttoorrmm..  
Bitter cold temperatures surged through Wisconsin during a Winter Storm at the close of January.  
Much of northeast and central Wisconsin received near blizzard conditions as a low pressure rapidly 
intensified, moving from northern Illinois into northern Michigan.  Wind gusts exceeding 40 mph 
combined with 2 to 6 inches of snow resulted in considerable blowing and drifting snow.  
Temperatures plummeted in the early hours of January 30th, producing wind chills to as low as -50º F 
in some areas. 
 
The temperature drop at the La Crosse Airport was 53 deg F (43 deg F down to -10 deg F) for January 
29th, which tied a record for the all-time largest change in a calendar day.  Lowest wind chills on that 
day were 30 below to 40 below thanks to northwest winds of 20 to 30 mph. 
 



In southeast Wisconsin, the storm started off as rain and thunderstorms, quickly changing to sleet and 
freezing rain, and then snow.  Visibilities were periodically reduced to ¼ of a mile in some open areas.  
Afternoon temperatures on the 29th began in the mid 30s, rapidly dropped through the 20s throughout 
the afternoon, and plunged into the single digits by nightfall.  By the morning of the 30th, temperatures 
had sunk to -11º F in some areas.  Throughout the 3-day period, snow amounts collected to 12.0” in 
Racine, 10” to 11” in Kenosha, 9.5” in Pleasant Prairie, 8” in Caledonia, Union Grove, and Paddock 
Lake, and 7” around the rest of the southeast portion of Walworth County. 
 
33..))  FFeebbrruuaarryy  55tthh  --  66tthh  WWiinntteerr  SSttoorrmm//BBlliizzzzaarrdd  &&  CCoolldd  TTeemmppeerraattuurreess..  
A massive winter storm with near-blizzard conditions pounded southern Wisconsin with snow 
accumulations ranging from 10” to 21”.  Orfordville and 9NNW Beloit both picked up 21 inches of 
snow.  Occasional northerly wind gusts reaching 35 mph resulting in blowing and drifting snow 
causing poor visibilities.  An isolated wind gust was measured in Rock County that reached to 60 mph 
and some drifts of 4’ to 5’ were reported! 
 
In Dane County, snowfall and drifting were so severe that at least 1548 vehicles were trapped on 
Interstate 39/90 between Madison and Janesville.  Eighteen to 21” of snow fell in the area of the 
backup which lasted for up to 10 to 20 hours.  Other snow amounts in Southwestern Wisconsin 
included 18" at Sinsinawa, 14" at Hazel Green, and 13" at Cuba City.  Many other roads and 
interstates were also backed up and airports terminated all airport traffic due to near blizzard 
conditions. 
 
Because of the February 5th and 6th winter storm, many locations in south-central and southeast 
Wisconsin broke their all-time winter snowfall records. 
 
44..))  FFeebbrruuaarryy  99tthh--1100tthh  BBiitttteerr  WWiinndd  CChhiillll  TTeemmppeerraattuurreess  NNoorrtthhwweesstt  WWiissccoonnssiinn..  
Strong winds and bitterly cold air combined to generate bitter, wind chill temperatures of  -40 to -45 
over northwestern Wisconsin.  West to northwest winds gusted to 45 mph the evening of the 9th as 
temperatures dropped below zero.  By the morning of February 10th, the winds had weakened, but 
actual air temperatures had dropped to -15 to -28 F across northwestern Wisconsin.  In Southwestern 
and West-central Wisconsin, temperatures dropped about 40 deg with winds of 30 to 40 mph; creating 
lowest wind chills of 35 below to 45 below. 
 
5.) February 14th Winter Storm Southwest Wisconsin. 
A winter storm over Southwest and West-central Wisconsin dumped 12.5" at Ontario, 12.3" at 
DeSoto, and 11.2" in Viroqua. 
 
66..))  FFeebbrruuaarryy  1177tthh  WWiinntteerr  SSttoorrmm//BBlliizzzzaarrdd//IIccee  SSttoorrmm..  
Yet another winter storm pummeled parts of northeast, southeast, southwest, and central Wisconsin on 
February 17th.  Low pressure moved from Oklahoma and intensified as it tracked across the southeast 
portion of Wisconsin.  The storm started out as freezing rain resulting in ice accumulations from 1/10 
to 1/8 of an inch.  The freezing rain and sleet then turned to snow which fell at a rate of about 1” per 
hour thereafter.  Snowfall totals ranged from 6” to 12”.  Because of the underlying ice, hundreds of 
vehicle accidents were reported by the news media.  True blizzard conditions occurred in parts of 
Central Wisconsin with snowfall amounts of 15.5" at Richland Center and 12.5" at Hillsboro. 
 
 
 



77..))  AApprriill  1100tthh,,  1111tthh,,  1122tthh,,  WWiinntteerr  SSttoorrmm//BBlliizzzzaarrdd..  
A low pressure system moved rapidly from the southern Plains into the western Great Lakes 
beginning on April 10th.  This resulted in late season winter storm producing a lingering period of 
heavy, wet snow throughout west, northeast, and northwest Wisconsin which was at times, 
accompanied with thunder and lightning.  Isolated areas experienced blizzard conditions.  
Precipitation amounts ranged from 6” to 14” of snow and wind gusts up to 40 mph were frequent.  
Roughly 500 trees were blown down and waves were 15’ or more on Lake Superior. 
 
8.) All-time winter snowfall records for Southern Wisconsin. 
Fourteen winter storms affected southern Wisconsin during the 2007-08 winter, out of 19 that affected 
at least some part of the state.  Normally, only about 12 winter storms affect Wisconsin each winter.  
The 2007-08 parade started on December 1, 2007, and ended on March 21, 2008.  There were at least 
another dozen “Winter Weather Advisory” systems that also added to the snow totals.  Many locations 
in the southern third of the state set new, all-time, winter snowfall records, ranging from 65 to 122 
inches!  In some cases, winter totals were over twice the normal winter amounts!  West Allis 
(Milwaukee Co.) had the highest total in Southern Wisconsin with 122.1 inches.  Additionally, four of 
the winter storms had periods of moderate to severe icing due to freezing rain. 
 
99..))  AApprriill  2255tthh  TToorrnnaaddooeess  &&  SSttrroonngg  SSttoorrmmss..  
On April 25th, northeast, southeast, and southwest sections of Wisconsin experienced a severe weather 
system, the first severe weather of the season.  Many areas encountered hail, heavy winds, and intense 
lightning, and two tornadoes were reported in Columbia County during the storm.  One tornado 
received an EF1 rating and had estimated wind speeds of 100 mph.  In Waukesha County powerful 
winds uprooted trees and broke tree branches causing about 11,000 people to be without power for 
periods of time.  Areas in southwest Wisconsin reported flooding due to excessive rainfall.  Some of 
the locations hardest hit by the heavy rain included Lancaster and Platteville. 

 
1100..))  JJuunnee  66tthh  --  88tthh  aanndd  1122tthh  --  1133tthh  HHeeaavvyy  RRaaiinnss  &&  SSeevveerree  FFllooooddiinngg  SSoouutthheerrnn  
WWiissccoonnssiinn..  

The month of June brought torrential rainfall and extreme flooding to southern Wisconsin, extending 
up toward the Green Bay area.  The first two weeks in June 2008 featured many days with rain, and a 
few days with an exceptional amount of rain.  Between June 1st and June 14th, Madison did not 
record precipitation on only three days. In the same time span, Milwaukee did not record precipitation 
on only four days. 

However, it was not the extended period of rainy weather that caused flooding problems. Those 
problems were primarily due to two heavy rainfall events - one on June 7th to June 8th, and one on 
June 12th.  At many locations, over 70% of the rain fell on those three days. The heavy rainfall 
produced flash flooding problems across Southern Wisconsin on several days, with severe river 
flooding throughout the entire period. 

Copious amounts of rain led to flash flooding and eventual major river flooding in Southwest 
Wisconsin where hilly terrain concentrated the rain runoff.  All-time record crests were seen at many 
locations in that part of the state, including the Kickapoo River.  Many villages had evacuations with 
major sand bagging efforts.  Estimated damage amounts were $75 to $85 million in that part of the 
state alone.  On June 12th, the Potosi area (Grant Co.) had a major flash flood that impacted roughly 
600 homes in the region. 



Rainfall totals across South-central and Southeast Wisconsin during the first couple weeks in June 
ranged between 6 and 12 inches, with an isolated corridor of 12-16 inches from Northern Sauk County 
into Northwest Dodge County.  Refer to a rain map below that shows the amount of rain for the period 
of was produced by the Midwest Regional Climate Center.  Officially, Milwaukee observed 12.27" of 
rain for   the month of June. This easily breaks the record for highest June rainfall total. The previous 
record was 10.13", set in 1917.  The 12.27" of rainfall observed at Milwaukee also sets a new record 
for maximum monthly rainfall for any month.  Officially, Madison observed 10.93" of rain for the 
month of June. This easily breaks the record for highest June rainfall total. The previous record was 
9.95", set in 1978.  There were unofficial reports from Columbia County of over 17 inches of rain for 
all of June, 2008! 

Many rivers remained above flood stage through the remainder of June into July, and 38 river gage 
sites exceeded the previous all-time crest, in some cases by 5 to 11 feet!  Cities and villages along 
some rivers sustained considerable damage to buildings and roads.  Additionally, there were 
widespread crop losses in low-lying areas.  Parts of the Interstate system were closed in the counties 
of Columbia, Jefferson, and Waukesha.  Many other roads in southern Wisconsin were closed for 
varying amounts of time. Some lows in farm fields still had standing water into early November.  

Estimated damage amounts over all of Southern Wisconsin were $241.3M for residential homes, 
$62.6M to businesses, $323.5M to crops, and $140.5M to public property such as roads, bridges, and 
waste water treatment plants.  The estimated grand total of $765.9M makes the June, 2008 flooding 
the most costly natural disaster in Wisconsin’s recorded history – even exceeding the damage 
attributed to the 1993 floods! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1111..))  JJuunnee  TToorrnnaaddooeess..  
Twenty-two tornadoes occurred throughout Wisconsin in the month of June.  Normally, Wisconsin 
averages about 21 tornadoes per year!  Due to early warnings, there were no fatalities and only 5 
injuries due to the 22 tornadoes.  The strongest tornado in South-central Wisconsin was an EF2 twister 
in Columbia County that briefly was about 2 miles wide!  In Southwest and West-central Wisconsin, 
there four tornadoes on June 7th and one on June 12th).  The largest in that part of the state was an F1 
in La Crosse Co. that damaged some farms and homes.  All of the other June tornadoes spun up in 
either South-central or Southeast Wisconsin.  Collectively, the estimated damage amounts due to the 
June tornadoes were $3,481,000 for homes and businesses, and $736,000 for crops.   
 
12.) June 7th Severe Weather Outbreak Across Southern Wisconsin. 
June 7th was a very active severe weather day that saw 13 tornadoes spin up, while many other 
thunderstorms generated either large hail up to 5 inches in diameter or damaging downburst winds of 
55 to 73 mph.  The 13 tornadoes made June 7th the sixth busiest tornado day in Wisconsin.  The 
hailstone 5 inches in diameter fell about 2 miles east-northeast of Delafield in Waukesha County, and 
was the 3rd largest hailstone documented in Wisconsin’s recorded history.  There may have been some 
hail damage in Waukesha County, but it was never reported to the National Weather Service.  See 
graphics and images below pertaining to June 7th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
  (5” Hailstone, courtesy of Brent Dodge, 2ENE Delafield, Waukesha County) 
 
 



1133..))  JJuunnee  1122tthh  ––  SSttrroonnggeesstt  TThhuunnddeerrssttoorrmm  WWiinnddss  iinn  WWiissccoonnssiinn  ffoorr  22000088  
OOnn  JJuunnee  1122tthh,,  sseevveerraall  sshhoorrtt  lliinneess  ooff  ssttoorrmmss  rraacceedd  nnoorrtthheeaasstt  tthhrroouugghh  SSoouutthheeaasstt  WWiissccoonnssiinn  aanndd  ggeenneerraatteedd  
ppoowweerrffuull,,  hhuurrrriiccaannee--ffoorrccee,,  wwiinndd  gguussttss..    AAnn  eessttiimmaatteedd  9900  mmpphh  gguusstt  iinn  tthhee  EEaasstt  TTrrooyy  aarreeaa  lleevveelleedd  mmaannyy  
ttrreeeess,,  ppoowweerr--lliinneess,,  aanndd  aann  oolldd  ssiilloo..    TThheeyy  aallssoo  rriippppeedd  ppaarrtt  ooff  bbaarrnn’’ss  rrooooff  ooffff,,  aanndd  ttwwoo  sseemmii--ttrraaccttoorrss  
wweerree  bblloowwnn  oovveerr  oonn  IInntteerrssttaattee--4433..  
  
1144..))  JJuullyy  77tthh  SSeevveerree  SSttoorrmmss  WWeesstt--cceennttrraall  WWiissccoonnssiinn..  
Powerful thunderstorm winds gusting to 68 mph knocked down many trees in the La Crosse area.  
  
1155..))  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  44tthh--55tthh  aanndd  1133tthh--1144tthh  ––  RReemmnnaannttss  ooff  TTwwoo  HHuurrrriiccaanneess  DDuummpp  RRaaiinn  
OOvveerr  SSoouutthheeaasstt  WWiissccoonnssiinn..  
IItt’’ss  rraarree  ffoorr  ssoouutthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  tthhee  rreemmnnaannttss  ooff  hhuurrrriiccaanneess,,  lleett  aalloonnee  ttwwoo  hhuurrrriiccaanneess  iinn  
oonnee  mmoonntthh!!    TThhaatt’’ss  wwhhaatt  hhaappppeenneedd  iinn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  ooff  22000088!!      TThhee  rreemmaaiinnss  ooff  HHuurrrriiccaannee  GGuussttaavv  dduummppeedd  
11  ttoo  33  iinncchheess  ooff  rraaiinn  aaccrroossss  ssoouutthheeaasstt  WWiissccoonnssiinn  oonn  tthhee  44tthh  aanndd  55tthh,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  rreemmnnaannttss  ooff  HHuurrrriiccaannee  IIkkee  
aallssoo  dduummppeedd  11  ttoo  33  iinncchheess  ooff  rraaiinn  oonn  tthhee  1133tthh  aanndd  1144tthh!!    IInn  bbootthh  ccaasseess,,  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  tthhee  llooww  pprreessssuurree  
mmoovveedd  nnoorrtthheeaasstt  tthhrroouugghh  ssoouutthheerrnn  IIlllliinnooiiss  aanndd  ssoouutthheerrnn  IInnddiiaannaa..  
 
1166..))  DDrroouugghhtt  CCoonnddiittiioonnss  RReettuurrnn  ttoo  CCeennttrraall  aanndd  NNoorrtthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn..    
SSuummmmeerr  ddrryynneessss  aaccrroossss  nnoorrtthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn  sspprreeaadd  ddoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  WWoooodd  aanndd  PPoorrttaaggee  CCoouunnttyy  aarreeaa  bbyy  
llaattee  SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,  rreessuullttiinngg  iinn  99..33%%  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  lloocckkeedd  iinn  sseevveerree  ddrroouugghhtt  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ((DD22))..    TThhiiss  ddrroouugghhtt  
ccoonnttiinnuueedd  iinnttoo  OOccttoobbeerr..    FFoorr  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  JJuullyy  tthhrroouugghh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,  MMaarrsshhffiieelldd  iinn  nnoorrtthheerrnn  WWoooodd  
CCoouunnttyy  wwaass  88..0011  iinncchheess  bbeellooww  nnoorrmmaall  ffoorr  rraaiinnffaallll,,  aanndd  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  llooccaattiioonnss  aaccrroossss  nnoorrtthheerrnn  aanndd  
cceennttrraall  WWiissccoonnssiinn  wweerree  44  ttoo  77  iinncchheess  bbeellooww  nnoorrmmaall..    BByy  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2255tthh,,  ddrroouugghhtt  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  wweerree  
nnootteedd  nnoorrtthh  ooff  aa  lliinnee  ffrroomm  PPrraaiirriiee  dduu  CChhiieenn  ttoo  GGrreeeenn  BBaayy,,  wwiitthh  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhaatt  aarreeaa  iinn  tthhee  mmooddeerraattee  
ddrroouugghhtt  ccaatteeggoorryy  ((DD11))..    
 
1177..))  NNoovveemmbbeerr  33rrdd  --  66tthh  RReeccoorrdd  WWaarrmm  TTeemmppeerraattuurreess..  
VVeerryy  wwaarrmm  aaiirr  ppuusshheedd  iinnttoo  ssoouutthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn  ffoorr  tthhrreeee  ddaayyss  iinn  eeaarrllyy  NNoovveemmbbeerr..  MMaaxxiimmuumm  rreeaaddiinnggss  
ppeeaakkeedd  iinn  tthhee  lloowweerr  ttoo  mmiidd  7700ss,,  aanndd  nniigghhtt--ttiimmee  lloowwss  ddrrooppppeedd  ttoo  oonnllyy  tthhee  lloowweerr  5500ss..    TThheessee  rreeaaddiinnggss  
wweerree  aabboouutt  2200  ddeeggrreeeess  aabboovvee  nnoorrmmaall..    MMaannyy  cciittiieess  iinn  ssoouutthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn  eessttaabblliisshheedd  nneeww  ddaaiillyy  rreeccoorrdd  
mmaaxxiimmuumm  tteemmppeerraattuurreess  aass  wweellll  aass  rreeccoorrdd  hhiigghh  mmiinniimmuumm  tteemmppeerraattuurreess..  
  
1188..))  NNoovveemmbbeerr,,  22000088  --  GGoooodd  SSttaarrtt  ttoo  tthhee  SSnnooww  SSeeaassoonn  iinn  FFaarr  NNoorrtthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn..  
TThhrreeee  llaakkee--eeffffeecctt  wwiinntteerr  ssttoorrmmss  aaffffeecctteedd  IIrroonn  aanndd  VViillaass  CCoouunnttiieess  oonn  tthhee  66tthh--77tthh  ,,  1166tthh--1177tthh  aanndd  2200--2211sstt..    
SSnnooww  aammoouunnttss  wwiitthh  eeaacchh  ssttoorrmm  rraannggeedd  ffrroomm  66  ttoo  1111  iinncchheess..  
  
1199..))  RReeccoorrdd--sseettttiinngg  SSnnooww  iinn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  AAccrroossss  CCeennttrraall  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn..  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  22000088  ttuurrnneedd  oouutt  ttoo  bbee  aa  rreeppeeaatt  ooff  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22000077,,  aanndd  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  eevveenn  wwoorrssee..  SSeevveerraall  
wwiinntteerr  ssttoorrmmss  dduummppeedd  mmoorree  tthhaann  66  iinncchheess  ooff  ssnnooww  oovveerr  aatt  lleeaasstt  ssoommee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee..  GGeenneerraallllyy  3300  ttoo  
5500  iinncchheess  ffeeeell  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthh  oovveerr  tthhee  ssoouutthheerrnn  aanndd  eeaasstteerrnn  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee..    AA  nnuummbbeerr  ooff    
llooccaattiioonnss  eessttaabblliisshheedd  nneeww  DDeecceemmbbeerr  ssnnoowwffaallll  rreeccoorrddss  aanndd  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  nneeww  rreeccoorrddss  ffoorr  aannyy  mmoonntthh..  
KKeeeepp  iinn  mmiinndd  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  aammoouunntt  ooff  ssnnooww  iiss  wwhhaatt  nnoorrmmaallllyy  ffaallllss  dduurriinngg  aann  eennttiirree  wwiinntteerr  sseeaassoonn!!    AA  ccoo--oopp  
ssiittee  11  mmiillee  ssoouutthhwweesstt  ooff  EEllkkhhaarrtt  LLaakkee  ((SShheebbooyyggaann  CCoo..))  mmeeaassuurreedd  aa  wwhhooppppiinngg  5588..66  iinncchheess  ooff  ssnnooww  iinn  
DDeecceemmbbeerr,,  22000088..  AA  ccoo--oopp  ssiittee  oonn  tthhee  ssoouutthhwweesstt  ssiiddee  ooff  KKeewwaanneeee  ((KKeewwaauunneeee  CCoo..))  ccaammee  iinn  wwiitthh  5533..11  
iinncchheess..  TThhee  NNWWSS  ooffffiiccee  aatt  GGrreeeenn  BBaayy  ttoottaalleedd  4499..66  iinncchheess,,  wwhhiillee  tthhee  MMiillwwaauukkeeee//SSuulllliivvaann  NNWWSS  ooffffiiccee  
mmeeaassuurreedd  4444..55  iinncchheess..  IInn  MMaaddiissoonn,,  4400..44  iinncchheess  wwaass  ddeeppoossiitteedd  ––  wwhhiicchh  iiss  bbootthh  aa  nneeww  DDeecceemmbbeerr  rreeccoorrdd  
aanndd  aa  rreeccoorrdd  ffoorr  aannyy  mmoonntthh..    MMiillwwaauukkeeee  ccaammee  iinn  wwiitthh  3355..33  iinncchheess..    
  



TThhee  NNoovveemmbbeerr  3300tthh--DDeecc  11sstt  ssttoorrmm  66  ttoo  1100  iinncchheess  ooff  ssnnooww  oovveerr  ssoouutthheeaasstt  aanndd  eeaasstt--cceennttrraall  WWiissccoonnssiinn..    
TThhee  DDeecceemmbbeerr  88tthh--99tthh  ssttoorrmm  dduummppeedd  66  ttoo  1111  iinncchheess  ssoouutthheeaasstt  ooff  aa  lliinnee  ffrroomm  LLaa  CCrroossssee  ttoo  GGrreeeenn  BBaayy..    
AA  ssttoorrmm  oovveerr  ffaarr  nnoorrtthhwweesstteerrnn  aanndd  nnoorrtthh--cceennttrraall  WWiissccoonnssiinn  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1133tthh--1144tthh  lleefftt  bbeehhiinndd  66  ttoo  1111  
iinncchheess..  TThhee  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1188tthh--1199tthh  ssttoorrmm  ddeeppoossiitteedd  66  ttoo  1144  iinncchheess  ssoouutthheeaasstt  ooff  aa  lliinnee  ffrroomm  LLaa  CCrroossssee  ttoo  
GGrreeeenn  BBaayy..    TThhee  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2200tthh--2211sstt  ssttoorrmm  dduummppeedd  66  ttoo  99  iinncchheess  iinn  ssccaatttteerreedd  aarreeaass  aaccrroossss  tthhee  nnoorrtthheerrnn  
ttwwoo--tthhiirrddss  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee..    TThheerree  wweerree  sseevveerraall  ootthheerr  wweeaatthheerr  ssyysstteemmss  tthhaatt  ggeenneerraatteedd  11  ttoo  55  iinncchheess  ooff  ssnnooww  
aass  wweellll..  
 

OOTTHHEERR  MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  
((NNOOTT  IINN  OORRDDEERR  OOFF  OOCCCCUURRRREENNCCEE  OORR  IIMMPPOORRTTAANNCCEE))  

 
11..))    LLaattee  SSpprriinngg  FFllooooddiinngg..    WWaarrmmiinngg  tteemmppeerraattuurreess  aanndd  sspprriinngg  rraaiinnss  iinn  MMaarrcchh,,  22000088,,  rreessuulltteedd  iinn  

tthhee  uussuuaall  mmiinnoorr  ttoo  mmooddeerraattee  ffllooooddiinngg  ooff  bboottttoommllaannddss  aalloonngg  aanndd  nneeaarr  tthhee  llaarrggeerr  oorr  mmaaiinn  rriivveerrss  iinn  
cceennttrraall  aanndd  ssoouutthheerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn..  
  

22..))    TThhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  aanndd  lleeaasstt  ssnnoowwffaallll  ffoorr  22000077--0088  WWiinntteerr  SSeeaassoonn..      HHuurrlleeyy  ((IIrroonn  CCoo..))  hhaadd  
tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  aammoouunntt  ooff  ssnnooww  wwiitthh  112266..77  iinncchheess,,  wwhhiillee  WWhhiitteehhaallll  ((TTrreemmppeeaalleeaauu  CCoo..))  hhaadd  tthhee  lleeaasstt  
wwiitthh  3322..00  iinncchheess..  

    
3.) 22000088  WWiissccoonnssiinn  TToorrnnaaddoo  SSeeaassoonn  ––  $$2222..7777MM  ffoorr  pprrooppeerrttyy  ddaammaaggee  aanndd  $$773377,,000000  ffoorr  ccrroopp  

lloosssseess.. Oddly, the year’s strongest tornado occurred on January 7th when an EF3 (strong) tornado 
affected western Kenosha County.  By December 1, 2008, 38 tornadoes were documented in 
Wisconsin in 2008, making 2008 the 3rd busiest tornado year in Wisconsin.  Twenty four of them 
were rated as an EF0 (weak), and 12 were rated as EF1 (weak).  One was rated as EF2 (strong) in 
Columbia County, which resulted in 5 injured people. 
 
Below is an image showing the locations of all 38 tornadoes: 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
4.) HHiigghheesstt  aanndd  LLoowweesstt  TTeemmppeerraattuurreess  iinn  WWiissccoonnssiinn  --      ((--3355FF))  aatt  NNeecceeddaahh  22SSEE  ((JJuunneeaauu  

CCoo..)),,  aanndd  LLaaddyyssmmiitthh  ((RRuusskk  CCoo..))  oonn  JJaannuuaarryy  2200tthh,,  aanndd  aatt  HHaarrrriissoonn  ((LLiinnccoollnn  CCoo..))  oonn  JJaann  2211sstt..      TThhee  
ssttaattee’’ss  hhiigghheesstt  tteemmppeerraattuurree  wwaass  9966  aatt  HHoollccoommbbee  ((CChhiippppeewwaa  CCoo..))  oonn  JJuullyy  2288tthh.. 

 
MMiillwwaauukkeeee  MMiittcchheellll  FFiieelldd  ffaaiilleedd  ttoo  rreeaacchh  9900  ddeeggrreeeess  ffoorr  tthhee  22000088  ssuummmmeerr  sseeaassoonn..    TThheeiirr  wwaarrmmeesstt  
ddaayy  wwaass  8899  oonn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22nndd..    OOtthheerrwwiissee,,  MMiillwwaauukkeeee  MMiittcchheellll  FFiieelldd  rreeaacchheedd  8888  ddeeggrreeeess  oonn  55  
ootthheerr  ddaayyss  iinn  AAuugguusstt  aanndd  JJuullyy,,  22000088..    IInn  ffaacctt,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22nndd  wwaass  aa  hhoott  ddaayy  oovveerr  mmoosstt  ooff  WWiissccoonnssiinn  
wwiitthh  mmaaxxiimmuumm  tteemmppeerraattuurreess  rreeaacchhiinngg  tthhee  uuppppeerr  8800ss  ttoo  lloowweerr  9900ss,,  wwiitthh  ssoommee  mmiidd--9900ss  iinn  
ssoouutthheeaasstteerrnn  WWiissccoonnssiinn..    TTiimmmmeerrmmaann  FFiieelldd  mmaaxxeedd  oouutt  aatt  9955  oonn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22nndd,,  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  
JJaanneessvviillllee  AAiirrppoorrtt  aanndd  RRiicchhffiieelldd  iinn  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  CCoouunnttyy..  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



5.) WWiissccoonnssiinn  WWeeaatthheerr--rreellaatteedd  FFaattaalliittiieess  aanndd  IInnjjuurriieess  ––  ccoommppaarreedd  ttoo  pprreevviioouuss  yyeeaarrss,,  
22000088  wwaass  ssoommeewwhhaatt  ooff  aa  bbuussyy  yyeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  wweeaatthheerr--rreellaatteedd  ffaattaalliittyy  aanndd  iinnjjuurryy  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt..    SSiixx  
ppeeooppllee  wweerree  ddiirreeccttllyy  kkiilllleedd  bbyy  aaddvveerrssee  wweeaatthheerr,,  wwhhiillee  aa  ttoottaall  3311  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  iinnjjuurreedd  aanndd  rreeqquuiirreedd  
mmeeddiiccaall  ttrreeaattmmeenntt..    TThhee  ttaabblleess  bbeellooww  ddoo  nnoott  ttaakkee  iinnttoo  aaccccoouunntt  ffaattaalliittiieess  aanndd  iinnjjuurriieess  dduuee  ttoo  vveehhiiccllee  
aacccciiddeennttss.. 

  
HHeerree’’ss  tthhee  lliissttiinngg  ooff  22000088  wweeaatthheerr--rreellaatteedd  ffaattaalliittiieess::  

DDaattee  WWeeaatthheerr  EEvveenntt  ##  ooff  FFaattaalliittiieess  GGeennddeerr  LLooccaattiioonn  
JJaann  1199tthh  EExxttrreemmee  CCoolldd//WWiinndd  CChhiillll  11  FFeemmaallee  DDoouuggllaass  CCoo..  
JJaann  2255tthh  CCoolldd//WWiinndd  CChhiillll  11  FFeemmaallee  KKeennoosshhaa  CCoo..  
JJuunn  1122tthh  FFllaasshh  FFlloooodd  11  MMaallee  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  CCoo..  
JJuull  77tthh  LLiigghhttnniinngg  11  MMaallee  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  CCoo..  

DDeecc  2211sstt  EExxttrreemmee  CCoolldd//WWiinndd  CChhiillll  11  MMaallee  GGrreeeenn  CCoo..  
DDeecc  2211sstt  EExxttrreemmee  CCoolldd//WWiinndd  CChhiillll  11  MMaallee  SShheebbooyyggaann  CCoo..  

  
HHeerree’’ss  tthhee  lliissttiinngg  ooff  22000088  wweeaatthheerr--rreellaatteedd  iinnjjuurriieess::  

DDaattee  WWeeaatthheerr  EEvveenntt  ##  ooff  IInnjjuurriieess  GGeennddeerr  LLooccaattiioonn  
JJaann  77tthh  TToorrnnaaddoo  1155  ((uunnkknnoowwnn))  KKeennoosshhaa  CCoo..  

MMaayy  1177tthh  SSttrroonngg  WWiinndd  11  MMaallee  BBrroowwnn  CCoo..  
JJuunn  77tthh  TToorrnnaaddoo  55  ((uunnkknnoowwnn))  CCoolluummbbiiaa  CCoo..  
JJuunn  77tthh  TThhuunnddeerrssttoorrmm  WWiinndd  11  ((uunnkknnoowwnn))  CCoolluummbbiiaa  CCoo..  
JJuunn  77tthh  LLiigghhttnniinngg  22  ((uunnkknnoowwnn))  JJuunneeaauu  CCoo..  

JJuunn  2288tthh  TThhuunnddeerrssttoorrmm  WWiinndd  22  ((uunnkknnoowwnn))  OOzzaauukkeeee  CCoo..  
JJuull  1122tthh  TThhuunnddeerrssttoorrmm  WWiinndd  11  MMaallee  WWaauuppaaccaa  CCoo..  
AAuugg  66tthh  TThhuunnddeerrssttoorrmm  WWiinndd  44  ((uunnkknnoowwnn))  TTrreemmppeeaalleeaauu  CCoo..  

  
  

6.) No Heat Advisories or Excessive Heat Warnings Issued  - due to the lack of truly 
hot and humid weather for at least a couple days, the 5 NWS offices that service Wisconsin didn’t 
issue a Heat Advisory or Excessive Heat Warning.  The last time we checked, there were no 
complaints. 

 
 
 
 
  


